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knows the basics
will  trinmphantdy
I.|I.|II'||: QLI YT error,
announcing “You arc mistaken; Fiji
i5 part of Melanesia”,

lrue, but the uny island of Rabi
ipronounced RAM-bec) is a corious
and fascinaung anomaly within the
boundarics of Meclanesia

The story beging many miles o
the north among the tormer Gilbert
and Ellis Islands, now Kiribar, and
the tiny Ocean Island.

The Microncsians had fived there
for thousands of years, peacctully
CEISUIE 00 4 Sstoncy outcrop that met
all their basic nceds of shelter and
food. The inhabitants even called
It “stoney” in their local language -
Banaba

At the very end of the 1%th Century,
it was decided by the colonial rulers,
then Grear Brituin, through their
evangelical and nussionary proxies,
to begin phosphate mining on the
ishind. Alberr Ellis, 2 biz of a religions

feonrse. anyonewho

Taveuni

¥

zealot with a scientist's curiosity and
the canny eye of a busincssman,
made a deal with some locals and
laid claim to the island’s resources,

Phosphate mining began straight
away and thowsands of tonnes of
gluane were progressively stripped
from the island, effectively sCraping
it back to the bedrock

During WWIT (World War Twva),

the Japanese bombed Ocean Islind
within hours of the attack on Pearl
Harbour and occupied it from
August 1942

They treated the Banabans preuty
much as they treated everyone they
came across during their sweep of
Asia and the Pacific,

The Japanese weren't evicted until
after the final surrender in 1945,
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HOTEL
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Comfort and servi
a reasonable price

feally lacated, and offering -

Reasonabiy priced, ide
rarige of acommodation frimm simpti
comtfortable, the Pentirsela fntereational Hoel,
was desipned for tie. busnessman, ond Jor the

family.

Fine accommodation
All 101 rooms have TV, 151 telephone

5 and abr-conditioming

tead coffes Gk

Six-new roarss with spa Giciliny

W up o owr bar for g smsfring cold
beer or soft drink after a full day of

business, shopping, o sightserang.

Dining
Fhe roofiop Makosoi Restavrane with

a. otters an excellent

panararic views of S

chunce of international and loval dishes

Heart of the city
Ideally located anly mimstes from the

f Suiva

central business districe
Peninsula International Hotel
Comer Pender 51 and McGregor Road, Suva.

Ph: 331 3711, Fax: 331 4473
Email: peninsula@ connect.com.fj
www.peninsula.com.fj
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Even nowadays people ask me where is
Banaba? | say, Banaba’s all over Australia, New
Zealand and everywhere else in the world.
Been used as phosphate.”
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Hipe Gpgaoon Lroises Fiii Prince=s...at Rabi

Dispersed and diseressed by the
[apanese, the Allied admimstrators
decided 1o relocate  the sursvang

Hanabans to. Fiji and purchased the

island of Rabi of the eastern coast of

Vamu Levn for that purpess using the
Banabans own minmg rovaloes,

[he populaton was resettled
in waves between 1945 and 1981,
when the last of the phosphate was
exhansted.

The plight of the Banabans was the
subject ol a BBC documentary and an

ABC Radio Natonal episode as part of

the Encounter sencs

Presenter, Stephen Watkins,
exarniried the progress of the Banabans
half a century after the first wave was
resettied on Rabi

“Tt was larger, was fortle and had
possibilities for agriculoore, But at
the dme it had virtmally no facilities
or satisfactory shelter from the colder
weather. [t was bought for the Banabans
with their royalties. They were to be
there until Banaba was rehabilicaved,
Fifty four years later, they're still there
They are part of the diaspora (forced
ethnic migrations) of the Pacific.”

Even though some 300 people have
returned to Banaba, the majority have
accepted their resettlement and forged

lives for themsclves on Rabi, further
away in Fiji or further away sull in
Agstralia and beyond,

Ken Sigrah is one of the younger
generation  of Fiji-horn Banatans
now living n Australia. Ken is the
great-great-grandson of one of the
signatorics to the 190 mining contract
that spelled doom for the island and
is the author of the book Te Ril Mi
Banaba (The Backbone of Banaba),
published in 2001

“Even nowadays people ask me
and say, Ken, where is Banaba? And I
say, Banaba's all over Australia, Mew
Zealand and everywhere else in the
world. Been used as phosphate.”

Ken hopes to rehabilitate Banaba
ome day and preserve it for future
gencrations, to retain an important link
with the past.

Back on Rabi, passengees from the
Blue Lagoon Cruises’ History and
Culturil Cruise regularly visit the
island, bringing a small cconomic
boost for the litle community.

These visits are important, not just
for the cxtra cash that comes ashore,
but as an opportunity for the islanders
to tell their story and remind visitors
and themselves of where they come
from.

B Stunning view of reefs & Islands
B Internationally Licensed instructors
B Optional Digital Video & Photos
B FREE Transfers in the Nadi Area

Reservations Essential

Tel: (679) 672 8166, 992 4079
or contact your Hotel Tour Desk

www.skydivefiji.com.fj

pather, age and weight resircinns aprehy
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The politics of the ony island

has  been as a modemrn
mormaly

Alrhou
the Habu Islanders sall hold Kiribao

11 rmsany are citizens of Fij,

passpores and rerain legal ownership
of Banaba : :

They  have a  representatve
on the Kirbat parhament and
the Rabi Council of Leaders and
Elders administers  their  orignal
homeland.

Rabi has four villapes and all are
named atver the oncs on Banaba that
were destroyed by the Japanese in
Wl

labwews willape 15 the “capital

The rich cultural tmadinons, dances. o 1d has the adnunistrative :'I.JIJL:.H!?.:'\-.
arid songs are rovived and performed wharf, post office, court house,

for their sucsts, hospital and puest house

Children from the school at It 15 the only accommodanon for

Gihwews, the adminismatve centre  Visitors on the island. Tibiang has che
of the island, delight in these Onlyarstrip, while other seatlements

performances and deliver them wath  27¢ Uma and Buakonikan

such gusto and emotion it brings the Fhe islanders  stll  maintsin

rovwd to their feer

their natve Gilbertese as the main
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there 15 sull plenty of

discussion  about whether chey
Id return to Banaba or continue

L) pursae greatcr i]‘_._il'l_"

shosphate rovalties,

down to

existence and been e

thewr contributon wo Fij

In 2005, 60 vears after the first
Banabans arrived. then 1 ome Affairs
Minsee

.':_:'F1|iL.I|IZI.I-.'I ICCE as :‘._"_'|_'[ {'I:-

Josefa Vosamibola; waved
e Fip

Crovernment's acknowledsement of

their right to full Fiji cit

Even though not all Rabi's 5000

imhabitants accepted the of

arc. awelcome and cherished part of
iltural fanuly

that inclndes Polynesians,

the wider Fijian mula

(Chincse and, of course,
Indians.
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